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Dear Family in the Faith,        September 12, 2020  

What a tremendous six months in the life of the church it has been. As the pandemic pressed us 
to recalibrate the means by which we worship, fellowship, carry out the work and ministries of 
the church, study and serve, new avenues for being the church were traversed by all of you in 
faith, hope and love. Thank you for the countless ways you have risen to the occasion of faith 
formation, community nurture and exhibition of the kingdom of God in an incredibly trying 
time. Your witness and will have moved me deeply and inspired me greatly.  

As we orient to the reality that COVID-19 will be with us for a while (even as we pray for the 
hastening of the end of its day), a few things have risen to the surface on this Rally Day 
weekend that I’m eager to share with you as we rally together for Christ. We continue to 
discern when and how we might again gather in person for worship, and believe this is still a 
ways off. However, we see the Holy Spirit working through this time to teach us what it means 
to be a church without walls in a way that is expanding our hearts, habits and imagination, and 
is shaping us into a fresh manifestation of the beloved community God has called into being.  

The first thing that I would like to share is the invitation to move deeper into relationship with 
one another in the season ahead. Among the Deacons, Session, staff and membership, we are 
learning to lean in to new ways of showing up for one another and cultivating conversation 
across our various mediums. We’re thinking on ways (such as a drive-through Rally Day 
celebration!) for us to be physically together and to share material signs of the love of the 
community. It is fun to think about the possibilities, and we’d love your help inhabiting them. 
As the public health and safety saying goes, “If you see something, say something.” As the Lord 
places someone or something on your heart that you can do to share Christ’s love, follow 
through and show us ways to do the same. Loving one another well is part of what it means to 
be the church.  

The second thing that I am excited to share is that, as of this week, we are stewarding our 
empty facility in a new way by partnering with the YMCA to be a Scholastic Support Center for 
Durham Public School students in their programs. Because of our sense of calling to tithe our 
space in service to the community, families who need a safe, supportive, supervised 
environment for their children to conduct their online learning have a free place to go. The 
YMCA is second to none in the efficacy of their cleaning and social distancing practices, with 
outcomes in maintaining healthy participants in their programs to show for it.  

This ministry of hospitality is part of a larger commitment to advance digital equity in our city, 
christened by our Outreach team’s recent gift of $2500 to support the DPS Foundation’s 
Accelerating Digital Equity campaign. Read more about it at bullcityschools.org and tell all of 
your friends!  
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In a time when it is easy to feel stymied by overwhelming racial and socioeconomic divides 
amplified by COVID-19, advancing digital equity by ensuring every student has access to the 
internet and technology that they need to learn, and the ability to use it, is part of what it 
means to be the church.  

The third thing I would like for you to know is that, in addition to a commitment to advance 
digital equity, our efforts to become an antiracist community (the vocabulary used to indicate 
that proactive initiative is required to dismantle racism, and to express our willingness to be 
about this difficult work starting with ourselves) continues to be underway.  

Our men’s morning study group recently completed a study of White Fragility, and Marcia 
Floding and the Children’s Ministry Team held “Compassion Camp” this summer, focusing on 
celebrating and loving God’s diverse people and world. Our Session partnered with Duke Chapel 
to make a challenge grant to the Thriving Community Fund in support equitable economic 
advancement in Durham, calling on other congregations to do the same. Our Racial Equity 
Roundtable has met weekly to wrestle with the materials presented in the congregation-wide 
21-Day Racial Equity Challenge, and is partnering with a collaborative of other predominantly 
white congregations to define ways to support one another in, and hold one another 
accountable to, dismantling racism. Book studies around race and community organizing and 
our ongoing participation in Durham CAN, and participation and leadership in racial equity 
efforts at the community and presbytery level have all enriched our understanding and helped 
us define what growth in this area looks like. Becoming an antiracist community is part of what 
it means to be the church.  

The final thing that I would like for you to know is that I miss you, am so proud of you, love you 
and love praying for you each and every day. I’d also like to see you! If you’d like to set up a 
time with Tommy or me to visit together virtually or in a socially-distanced way, we’d love to 
meet up to hear how life has been. The church main number rings on my cell phone, and it 
would be a treasure and a joy to hear from you and find a time to talk and pray together. 
Sharing in life’s journey, lifting each other up and holding each other close, is part of what it 
means to be the church.  

Through the prophet Jeremiah (29:11) we hear this promise: “For surely I know the plans I have 
for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” 
When 2020 dawned we couldn’t have imagined that a global pandemic was tragically in our 
future. But because God is with us, and on account of the ways that I have seen God at work in 
and through you and our life together as a congregation, I remain filled with hope.  

In Christ,  

 


